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A house Bunting Emberiza sahari nesting 
in a palm tree in Tangier, Morocco

John Cortes

The existence of a population of the House Bunting Emberiza sahari in
Tangier, Morocco, was first reported by Amezian et al. (2006). Its presence as a reg-
ular breeder in the city has been confirmed by repeated observations every year
since then.

Thévenot et al. (2003) record that nesting sites in Morocco include holes
1–3m above the ground, most often at 2.0–2.5m, in a wide variety of structures,
!occasionally in trees". I have previously noted the nesting of four bird species in the
holes formed within the rotting leaf bases of trimmed palm trees of several species
(Cortes 2005). Here I describe a nest of the House Bunting in such a location.

Male House Bunting at nest site in palm trunk (John Cortes)
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The gardens of the El Minzah Hotel, Tangier, contain a wide variety of large-
ly exotic trees, shrubs and other plants, as well as areas of lawn. Tree species
include Canary Island Date Palm Phoenix canariensis, Almond Prunus dulcis and
wild Olive Olea europaea. Shrubs include Hibiscus Hibiscus rosa-sinensis and
Lantana Lantana camara. This garden area, in a largely built-up city, regularly
attracts migrants during passage periods.

On March 26th 2010, during a survey of grounded migrants in the grounds
of the hotel, my attention was drawn to a small bird flying towards the trunk of a
Canary Island Date Palm in the lower section of the garden, overlooking a small
patio. On closer inspection, it was noticed that it was a House Bunting and that a
second individual was also present. Regular watching over the next three hours
confirmed the presence of a pair actively nest building. Nesting material was taken
into a hole on the rotting palm leaf bases about 3m from the ground. The birds
departed towards, and arrived from, the largely built-up area below the garden, in
the market area not far from where Amezian et al. (2006) first recorded their birds.
They were not seen collecting material from within the garden itself.

The male was regularly seen perching and singing from the entrance to the
nest hole. Several pairs of House Sparrow Passer domesticus were nesting in sim-
ilar holes higher up on the same palm. Unfortunately, I was unable to follow the out-
come of the House Bunting nest.
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